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Dear Gang: - 2 :
Things are moving so fast, thqt 1t 15 really « Jobvtrylng to keep track
of all you fellows, however herc s o fﬂlrly pccurate log of a few of you. So
mony of the fellows have asked that I keep these lotters going a little while
longer, but I om going to- need a lot of help from allof yous So get your
_letters in, or olse.
' CHIEF GRENFELL, has. asked that each of. you' con tact JEFF CUNNINGHAM at the Fire
Alarm Telegreph Headquarters the first time you are in town to have your pice
ture teken in wiform. If you have o picture of yourself, snap shot will do,
send thet to Jeff, who will copy it. - The purposc of this is for o pormanent
record of the members of the Fire Dopuvtmont in the service, CHIEF GRENFELL
also wents you all to know that according to the City Ordinance granting
Military Leaves, you have to report back on the JOb within forty days, after
discharge from Militery Service.
LT, TERRY SCFRUNK, writcs from Tokyo Bﬂv to Dale Gilman and Arnold Gabricl.
Since then.the popers have announced that the Third Fleet is on the way home,
and that Terry's ship, the. U.S.S.Ticonderogsa will be in the States for Nevy
Day. Terry says, quote;"We have been anchored in Tokyo Bay for some time,
I guess they want the Japs to sec the ship they reported sunk three times. It
rust be cmbarrassing for some of their Ldmirals and news broadcasterese
CLPT ROBERT M, MITCHELL, in a letter to his father(Frank Mitchell of Eng, 22,)
says. that he is in Jepan, and as soon as they cut down the number of ocoupatlon
troops. nceded;, he moy get relcased, He hes the highest number of points of
any office in“thet outflt He landed in Japan about twenty miles South of
Tokyo and is’ now about two hundred miles North of Tokyo. They arc living in
barracks, and getting along fine, but Bob is just waiting to got home. When
they landed at the air f£ield, there hod been no arrangements made for their
transportation to their qqutcrs, so it was up to Bob to arrenge for some. He
went into town, and commandecred the only vehicle to bc found, the local Fire
Engine, and that is the way they got to camp. Of ‘course he hnd the siren wide
open when they cemo into comp, and the fellows kidded him nbout "where did he
learn to blow a siren", and "where did you learn to ride a Fire Epglnc and
Bob told them he had been "at home on a Fire Engine for many years"., He
didn't got to ride Plrohlto's White Horse, but did ride on ono of hlS Fire
Enginess,
SGT« MERRILL MEIGS, of Eng. 8, is now on a sixty day furlough from Barncs
Hospitel at Vancouver, Washe. From Norman Howard we learn that Merrill hurt his
knec when he made the "jump" South of Manilla, and has been in the hospital
sincce He wes given Blood Plasma, and the bottle the plasma came out of
was from Portland, Oregons Merill got the number, and was going to check to
scc who donated 1t but lost the paper it was written on while enroutc heme.
¢.0,FARBER, F.C, 5/0, UuS+S. Ingersoll (D.D.652), writes from Tokyo Bay on
Sept. 9, thet he had just received the July letter. He says, "It is great to
know wherc the feollows are and what thoy are doing." He tells about a couple
"Closc" ones. They were doing Picket duty arcund Oklnnw and have since been
opercting with the Third Fleet. Hc says, quote:"We are anchored in Tokyo Bay.
Saw the famous Volcano, and it reelly towers above everything else. The Islands
arc all hills, and rather beautiful scenery, but I can't say they are worth
fighting for. The Navy point system says I am going to be out hére: for awhile,
so I hope you keep your lettors coming a little while longer."
- HJROLD L. SEELEY, is now on furlough from the Bushnell Geneial Hospltal at
Brigham City, Utahe I called Harold ot rorest Grove, he :soid thot he had becn
. Lntclope hunting, but didn't get a shot at one. Was very: glad to get home and
sec the fellows. He didn't sce anyone from home while he wos away, oand was
sure glad to get home ogain, end wishes hé could stey.




ROBERT L. WATTS, Rdm 5/0 U.S.8. R,Ks Huntington XD.D.781), WTLteS from Tokyo
‘Bay on Septe 19. He soys, quote:" I'1l write my bit before you nams me to the
/'Broken Arm of the Month Club." My fomily foel ‘the same way ebout my writing to
them, It wos thruugh your lotter that I got Hoega's address, and his ship was
operating in the same Task Force, and one day .while tra nsferrlrg meil T saw
him from & distance of about one hundred feet for a fow minutes. Same old
“Haoga, ‘and it was swell seeing someone' from home, if it was for just a fow
‘minutes at e distenco. All my sightseeing.has been With the "long glass", but
- 1f nothing hangcns, I41l be on: the :Libsrty Party tomorrow. Since we have been
‘. in this aren all we have done is ride out typhoons, and don't get much pro-
4éction here ir the harbor. I might add that therc is a bit of breeze connccted
with them as the one we rode out last night was only 80 miles per houre Tell
“Leo Seifer at Ln{,0 21 to keep his culinary -arts in prectice,. and when I get
back, T'll probably out-eat any one in the house. Unless ‘the Navy alters its
et system, I'll bo ocub-here a- couple-days yot—-veah.., Jjust wanted-you to
+ know T have been receiving: your . letters dnd engoylng them, AND that my arm
e Ot
BPUCE FRENCH, writes from Bur*nn on Aumust 20, He says:"Rec'd ‘the Lugust 4th
. letter, todays If "Tommy" is having .Oregon weather, I am glad ‘this isn!t Orcgon,
It hes+*rained overy day:.for the last month up to® five: inches “for a twcnty-four
. heur poriod. Roads and Bridges vanish ovcrnlght. After the Lido Road, we worked
on the longest pipe-line in the -world, from- Caleutta to China. Boy is it hot
here; I've seen it up to 143 degreds, snd all we wesr ‘is shorts, but hove to
cover up when working in the jungles The leaches are big, and look at your
dog=-tag to typc your blood before: they take a quart or two. I wish they
woulu scnd me homg soon, Tell the old gunw "Hello" for me . We 8o back to work
on' the Road next week." : ot 3%
MAJ. JACK LOWE, 0—525140., G=5. Dlv., Hdos‘ U TR AT o0, o aalls,
New York, N.,Y.: This is a correction on. Jucka address, we sent tho'old one . lest
time instead of tho new one, :
ROEART E ROBJRTLON B.lM. l/b, U.S D. Y T: M.-606 Pler 40, San Fr ncxsco, Cal.

chargo of a Tub, Dut ha v1py 50 p01ntu, I have asked for a dlschqrge, 50 ought
to Be home in December, Sorry I forgot to socnd my address because [ Iike to.
keep up on tho whereabputs of .khe fellows, although I don%t nmow -them” “11.,_
San Frencisco is tod cold for me, so I'1l be. glud to get back to Portland.
T (Guoss Bob Hasu't get acclimeted:s yobe Whem ho- was in Portﬁand it-was 95 and

with his Blues on, he said he wes just: "eomfortable" ). -

JOHN DUFP Sca 1/% Bl Receiving Barrecks, Shoomaker, Boka (ncw addresu)
Wrices Zocpu. 1.) from Fioride sending a picture of the Hotel where thoy have
buen staying, and I dontt blams : :him for heting to- leavo. He sitys, quote: "I

am afraid my new assignment will:be:quite o 1ot domn, but beregls my new
address. Lots of luck," :

JOSEPH W, ““?LBY, ‘Phe M, 1/0, son. of John Neeloy, is now home on IGaVu. Joc
hesn't cnourh points to get out, but h@pcu to ge "Shore Duty" whon he got

hack to Bremertons

.P,F.C, TCNMY THOMPSON, writes from M,rburg Garmany ‘that he hopes to bu loavlnb
forwthe Sta Lcs‘h'ouwu the last of October.. He: snys he W111 tell us 511 'bomt the
MBattle of the 3rd Replacement Depot" thens,

GORDOL W. SLOALT,. JfNO roally got :the bost service for gettlnb home aftor ihe
JFopen collapuc.. They wore ot sen and had their orders changed, ond docked at .
the foot of 17th ste; Just twelve blocks from home. Gordon left here with: tho
reserves in 1940 and after;eighteon months ‘'of Sca duty, he as.at Tressurc Isle.
for eightéen mon tbu, and thon spent twenty=-three months on advanced bases in the
Solomon Islands. They were on the move to another base when they got their

orders changed ond come homo,
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SGT. RUSSEL DUHRKOOP, was redeployed direct to the Pacific, but somcone has

‘been a long time making up their mind where they want his outfit to goe He
weht on the boat June 27th, made tho trlp to the Pacific through' the Panama

Conal, and has becn anchored at several different placcs. His last letter,
writter Septembor twelfth seid they wetro then headed for Okinowa. He must be

.on onc of the "Wlnoty Doy Cruises", but he says he would sure like to get off

the boat. Russ will ha%e more Sea timc than his brother, Larry, who by the way
is still stationed at Pearl Harbor.,

BUICK O'H/LLORLN, Sp (V) 3/5, writes fromyManchestqr, Washington, He says,
"Just received June and August letters, so marked up with forwarding addresses
thet the original address could hardly be read. Lfter two years at Farragut, a
rush draft took us to San Francisco, NewYork and Bostoh, where I was for a
couple months, lissigned to the Manchester Wash. Fire School, I ran into some
familiar faces,-- Born,. Jones, Ellis, oand Parmentér (who ﬂode the Boston trip)
are all here.. It makes mé énvious to read of the returnees, but do not “think
it will be too long untll we all got back, I bqvc only 39 p01nts. Regards to
all the fellows, and tnanks for the 1nterest1ng létters. Sighed, B.L.0'Halloran,

‘alias "Cosey"s .

CLPTLIY BILLY FISPER ertcs to his Dad that he will be home for fiftesn days
hunting The middle of October. He says,.qupte:"Sunday o bunch of us are going
fishing in the Gulf in one of the 85-foot rescue boqts, and we ought to have

- §omo fun" (cetch some fish too, Billy). Brick says that if he is going along
.01 the hunting trip (and you couldn't keep hlm home) that Billy is going %o

have to hunt ‘on the Eround this time,
JACK JONES, Sp (F) 1/c drops in pretty rezular on weck-onds. He is still at
anchustcr, and glso is a little short of the number of* points for discharge,
t hopes to ge%t home scone Last wcck—ond ‘he teamed up with o Firefighter

;from Minneapolis, who is stationsd ot Camp 4dair, ond dropped in to soy "Hellol"

" LT.COL. JIMES H. RIOPELLE- -0=297884, HQ, 97th L.A.L. Gun Bn., L.P.0.954, % P.W,

San Fronoisco, Cale (mow address) writes just what 'you have seen here. I have
tried every known solution of brining out invisible writing, but no other
ssagcs If he hed written anything, he would probably have said "Tell the
(“”%'9 ”) Scotchman tc write, as Bob McFarland rcceived one toos I think
I'11l have to organize a "Broken Arm Club", and make Rip a Charter momber.
Initiation foe, One Letter, "writ by hend" ala Little Lbner,
CAPT, JCHN CCLOMBO, writes from Tndia. He says, quote" Your faithfulness in
punchl“r out those newsy and welcome letters ealls for an onswer from this

PETN

gungbun of India. We of the Replaccnenu Servico are tdapteble,. so instead of
being & teacher of Hand Grenades and Map Réading without a “job, and free to

go hone, we become the Evncuatlon Scrv1cc, and W1Il be the guys to pull up

the Gong Pldnk when the last boet lecves for howe.‘jt present I am the Claims
Officor and also Iried Juxge Ldvocote of Special 'Court in additjon to my

other dutiecs. Soy Hello to my hend=-bell pals who beot the ball around.. Jonuary
of 1942 wes the last I touched a balle "

SANFORD T, MILLER, Jr. Ph. M. 3/6 (Son of Ted Miller of “‘Eng. 1) writes from

.Sydney, Auotrglla, whore he hrs been ste ticned for twenty seven months, at

;'U S .Navy ‘Basc Hospltbl No. 10. He scys the town is- Boom Town, and has a lot

>

.of beoubifiyl landmarks including the harbor. The cllmate and ‘lay of the land
reminds him of SanDicgo. "Sonny" is thinking of shipplng over, but wants to

. come home beforo he makes up his minde He was in ngh School when he left,

and I hope he finishes, if pOSSlblG, even if he stays-in the Navy, and does
it by a Correspondsnce CoursSc. Expects to be homo by Xmas . T

CAPTATN RLLPH AMATO, who woé ot Botaan, was lost Jon. Docembor 15, 1944, when
en hmerican submarine tornedoed a Jap prison sh1p off ‘of ‘the’ coast of: %he

- Phillipines., Nothing heas ever been heard from hlm 51nce the fall of Ba tnan.

(appointed whllc imy the Service.) .

»



Poge 4.

THE BROTHER-IN-L&W, (the one that got the pictures of the Sage Brush) was on
the U.S.8. West Virginia, and was home on leave a couple of woeks ago, We were
playing golf, and on the first green hé said, "The time I was most scared, and
wondered if I would ever get home, I thought that if I ever got back home again,
I would never worry cbout sinking o putt agein", Now he is anxious to see the
Portland Open so as to pick up some p01ntcrs and continue that "Brotbcr-ln-Law"
gome .

CPL. JLMNES' H. KAKLE, is now home on. fLrlough Jim dropped in to say "Hello",
and has been in a lot of places: since hc left here in Augtst 1943 for Gloger
Fisld, ot Sp,uane. He was stationed gt Chateaudun, Fraonce from September 1944
to July 4th, 1945, While there he lookou up and met a fellow firefightcr from
Portlend, Captain Jomes Becbe of Enge 3e That is the flrst I “have heatrcrof
ony of my letters gettlng two of .the fellows together. "It sure wes grond to
se¢ someone. from thHo P.F.D." is whet Jim scid. His outfit wes thon sent to
Comp Mlaml, an asseﬁb1J area near ‘Rhienms) Fr nce for redeployment direct to
the Pecific, but the surrender of Japan changcd those orders, cnd he arried
in the Stetes at New York on Lugust :26th, and was flown to Seattlc, Septe 4th,
moking the trip in 19 hours and some minutes, and is now home on furlough, He
hopes tc be: discharged after reporting back to Fort Lewis, but with only forty-
five points, is hoping they discharge vetercns after two. years service,

P,F.C. EDVW/RD LLWRENCE, of Eng. 17, (son of "Windy Lawronce") dropped in to

scy "Hello", Edwerd left here in October, 1942 for Camp White, at Medford,

Oregone. He took all his manuéver training in the Mt, Hood area and near Bend,
Oregon, and was stationed at Camp Adair until April, 1944, when he went from
Newport News, Va, to.Oron, in North Africa, He hit the front lines at Lnzio
on Junc- first, and was there until the Germeans' folded up, going up thru Rome
and the Po Valley to Treviso, where he was when, the war ended. . Edward said
that when the Germons started giving up, thoywero mostly old or young, and
wore ,willing to quite They took so many prisoners that they didn't have enough
guards, but the krauts just walked en-in groups to the prison cemps, ond
caused very little trouble, They were then sent to Gorizio to keep thc poace
between the Itelians and Yugo Slqv1nns. He come hom on the S.'S. Kingston

- Victory, lecving Naples fugust 14th, arriving ab Néwport News August 26th,

Then it wes to Comp Potrick Henry in Virginia, Fort Lewis, and no on o
furlough homee He reports back to Fort Lewls, and will be very hapoy to get

_homg for goode
LJVLDOLFHY, rotlred, of Enmlne 15 wrltcs from Zendry Ficld about his visit to
Devil's Island. It is very interesting, .but quite long,. Tells all you would

_went to know cbout it. He said that they could take pictures of anything on the
Island, except the prisoner's face. There are 360 prisoners, but they are not

- sending any more there. Enclosed some snop shots he took, and one was Dolphy

holding two heads that had been removed by the guillotines Alsobho tells
about another town that has Vultures that keep the Streets clean, and they
keep the Streets clean.

"PAT No KASCH, S 2/c Mo.-M. (Duty) F.P.C. Navy 3245 % Fléet P.O. Scn Froncisco,
Cals(now address) writes from Saipen ot 0700 Soptopber First. (He nust have
written that one before breakfest) and- sends a copy-of the SLIPLY BELCON.

" says:"Just o few lines to give you my noew address. I came hcre from Guem, an@
will bo stetioned here for about a year, they tell us. The Isleonds cro very
protty from the aire. Hello to gang fqr me, ond am glad to sec so meny getting
back on the jobe" .Just ‘received another letter from Pot. He said the first
thing ho did wes to find Jock Wise from Eng. 3, and they really had a "Session",
Llso he received o letter from-Baker(It. wes written by Mrs. Boker, bocause
Clarence has o "broken arm") giving all the latest on tho foldlng up of the 0.C.l

- They still have Japs around os one of the Navy Officers was hunting for shells
was killeds Pat is looking up to meking a flight with Jack one of these days, and
both are hovnine to get back- -to Engze 3 in the near future.
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SGT. RUSSEL DUHRKOOP-39301802, 1494 Eng, Maint. Co. A.P.0, 337, % P.M. San-
Fran Cisco, Cal. writes from Oklnawa where they landed Sept. 15.° He says,
guote:"I have made a long boat trlp, 14,000 milgs in 81 days, "and it wasn't
a row.boats They just took their own sweet tlme. ‘Russell landed in France
about.a week before V.E.Day, and said the CGermans heard ‘they were there, so quit,
Now he says, "We were in Ulithi whon the Japs .located us, and gave up. Of
coursc some credit should be given to the Atemic bomb." He is trying to locate
Harry .Landru, who londed in the States a week ago. ‘His first mail call got
him ovor o hundred 1ettcr>. Hls outfit is expecting to sall for home the last
of November,
HARRY LANDRU, arrived in San Francisco on September 22nd and Wlll soon be
home for = loavo, ahd meybe a dlschqrge. _Harry has been out in the South
Pacific for a long time and we are anxious to hear some of his experiences.
F.S. Harry is home on o week-end pass, and has to report back to Bremerton,
probably for discharge. Talked to Harry on the phone,.and he said it was
impossible to tell how he' felt about being home, but it was & wonderul feeling.
PVT. JAMES HAMILTON, in a letter to Pete Suhr of Eng. 25, says that he has
completed hiz "Basic", and half of the company has left, but he is un-attached,
and he is in a gang, handling freight. James is really disgusted. He said they
not only cancelled their furloughs, but if he had wanted to handle freight, he
could have done that at home on his days off, longshoring.
PVT, HENRY L. SURBAUGH, who was also at-Camp Roberts, has completed h1s Basic,
and is now on his way to 0.C.S. at Fort Benning Ga. Honry had a "del lay
enroute", so stopped to see his family who are in Oklchoma., :
SAN SPRANDO C.B.M., is at Port Hucneme, Cal,., in the Stevedore Pool. We kind
of thought that Som would be on his way out pretty qulck but maybo they need
somec good longshoremene
REINO LEOCKERT and KENNETH GITHENS, toth_who wore prisoners of war in Germany .
have reported to Santa Ana for re-ass1gnment and we have no further word
about thom,. :
SGIT. A H.WISMER, dropped by Eng. 4 on August 315t said he was on a thlrty
day fuilough qnd'would be back later. So far no one has scen him, and we
have no way of finding him. Chances are that he will have a vood chance for
a discharge after his furlough. : :
ENSIGN JACK GRENFELL, ACORN 54, % Fleet P.O. San Frencisco, Cal.,'ls bellevcd
to te in Tokyo or v101n1t by hlS father, Ernie Grenfell., Ernie also told me
that he had heard Forbes, Ross and Rayley'were on their way backe. I asked
Ernis if he would be glad to get his gang back and he said, "Yes and No. I
am glad to.see thom all get back and they are a fine bunch of fellows, but I
am cfraid I'11 be in the Dog Houss for not writing to them more. S8Y
W,H.HARVEY-C.T.M., U.S.N.A.S., 2nd (M.L.4.) Div., SanDiego 35, Cal. (now addréss)
writcs on August 9th and says, quote: "Am checking in with a nowﬁaddres and
lgtting you know how much I enjoy your swell letters. I% has réally been
swoll hearing about the old gang from the P.F.D. /m not doing too bad for duty
as I am on M.A.A.(gestapo) force here, working 24 on ond 48 off, and living
over in Sen Diego. Hope to see you before many more montho, as I amAcountlngv
my points and sweating it out." '
JOE A SCHLECTER, hasn't written for that Sunburn Lotlon wo promlscd him, but
we heard that Joe was rot very happy about all the high-point mon being . :
transferred from his ship, and low point men replacing them. Joc S“ld he hed
o. pretty good idea where he was going, but couldn't say. :
RODERT B, ROSENTRETER, is in town on a twenty.one day leave, but 1 hﬂven't
scen him os yet. He was on a Destroyer - in Task Force 58 for 4 long time.
and his ship is now in Bremerton. He expects to be out in a couple of months.
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JACK BAHIMAN, son of Harry Bahlman is out of the Service and on his way to
Florida to take a job with one of the Air Lines. Jack was in the picture,
The Fighting Lady, and was on the Carrieér U.S.S. Monterey, and although we don't
know just what. actions he was in, we do know that he:saw the Carrier U.S.S.
Enterprise, he saw her get hit and the elevhtor go four hundred feet in the
air.- Then the Admiral came aboard the Monterey in a breeches buoy, and how he
. was cussing the ‘Japs, When Jack had his time in and his relief came aboard,
the Captain weuldn't let him go home until he had broken in his relief man.
They wers at Sea, in the vieinity of Japan when Jack told .him his relief was
broken in, and could he go home. The Captain said "Yes", so the next day
when an oil tanker cemeo-along side, Jack told them to send a Breeches Buoy
over, and he came on the tanker part way, and when the Enterprise came by on
her way to the States, Jack caught a ride home on her. His brother Bob will
soon be out, and is going to U of Oregon.,

BIMER C. HEVLAND, 19170738, Co. A 645th Tank Dostroyer Bn, APO 403
ﬁr ha ALHLN NI “son of Capt. Hevlnnd rctlred of Eng. 8, writes from Bad
Richenhall,’ Germ eny on August 15th a nice thank you 1etter saying he knows
quite a few-of the Firemen, and it was good. to hear what they were doing. He
says, quotes:"Right now this outfit is madc. We are right at the Base of the
Alps in Bowaria. shout twenty Kilometers from Berchesgaden. We are living in
former §.S. Barracks, and thoy really had the best of everything. Our chow
is swell, oand we have "Kraut" womén Wultlng tables so "No washing of mess
kits, No K.P." The town has o swell Red Cross Club, with a show of some sort
every evening, and hmerican.women. I was tranuferred from the Infantry a month
ago to the Tank Destroyers, and rather hated to leave the 1l4th Armored Div.
I was pretty proud of.it af¥ér going all the way across France and Germany with
the outfit, but it was made inbto a High Point out-fit so 1 was out. We don't
wall much in this outfit,: élthough'wc were. criginally sent down here for o
couple of months of trﬂlnlrg before going home and then to thc Paclflc. Tell
all the gang Hello. for ma. :
_/%Gl. MELVIN C; BELL- 59540&98 301-Base Unit, Sqan U Fllght A Drew Fleld Flos

was recently home for thirty days, and wrote his Dad asking for the dope on
the next Flreflghuor s examination. Melvin's father, from Boat 1, says £hat
Melvin out to be out shortly after the:first of the year. He Subbed,for awhile
before he joined the Service, and was with Delaney and'Adams who by the way,
we haven't hoard from in o long time.e
ASHIEY STATHOS, writes to Mel Wilkening from Guqn, o Serty ISth. He says

Tie were opcra ing with the Third Fleet of the Céast of Japan and went in
with them. We brought back a bunch of released prisoners of war. We expect to
be back in the States about the First of October, and if I don't get leave:
right cway, I*11 bc tompted %o go over the hill. Thls,dlschorge p01nt system
is tough as I huly have 31 of the darn thlng and 1t looks like §'ll be 1ﬂ
until ﬂext“

Wi JR.,A R.M. 3/c C.A.C., V.P.B.-98, Crew 159-C, % Flue’c P. o.,
Sar *"ﬂCLoCU, L, (New address), was recently St on leave, but I never

savr him, b1lly'5°1d that the Nav y'P01nu system would probably keep him in there
until ke could retire, but hopsd he could get out to go to school.. ’
l1st.LT. EDVIN L. JITyiﬁyS drépped in recently for a visit, and has left for
Santa Ana and will soon know if he gets a new assigmment.or.a. discharge. Edwin
left herc in Februnry 1943, and had eleven months in New lenea, Dutch East
Indies and the Phillipines; f1 ylng an A-20, He asked gbout Jim Timmons, Gorden
Clark, Billy Grenfell, James Aiken and Bruce Cullen, Said ‘the only fellow from
home he.sow was Bill Fague, on kiindora. He Wus>sure disgusted-when they gont
him home by "Boat", and after 35 days he landed on the Bast Coast. Of course

he saw the Panama Canal, and was glad to.see. o, but he wonted to gut "home" .
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RAYMOND PURSLEY, Rdm u/% in o lottbr to Mel Wilkening from Guan- dated Scpt.

24, says that: tno war is just starting for the U.S.S.8t. Croix (A.P.=231) 2

they took some troops from Manila, and are not taking the Sixth Marines to
China. He says that Yokohamo was pretty badly wrecked, but didn't get to'go‘
to Tokyoc. "You can buy anything with a few cigarettes, “nd I mean anything.

he says. Next time he will tell about Manila. ‘

JACK CULBERISON, writes from about 120 miles North of Man11q on Sept Heth,
where the heat 1° terrific. He says, "It may surprise you to know that we have
seen some action as "Infatlllory". One day you mlght be artillery if your guns
are necded, and the next doy you play "peek a boo" with a bunch of cookies."
Jack tellsabout the natives and says, "You should see some of these gals tale
off with about sizty pounds on their head, with a big black cigar in their
mouth. Oh Boy, it is some sight. We go to Japan around the first of October

as we are in the Sixth Army, First Corps, attached to the 32nd Div., and it
is-really o rugged outfit." . A5y bf g ;

BRUCE E. CULLEN-39312314, Det. 4, 1916 S.C;U.‘AG-SF Redistribution Sta.,

Santa Barbara, Cal. (New address) writes on Sept. 26, that it is nice hearing
about. the fellows getting home and. hopes he will be homs soon. He Snys "I

spent ten days hers as a convqlescent and om now assigned here, The armny

has three largoe, buﬁUtlfUl ‘resort hotels right on the ocean, and -the. personnel
docs everything to moks the boys stay a renl vacﬂtlon. lhers is every awailable
sport, swinming in pools or ocean, golf, tennis, badmlnton, bieyeling, archery,
horse=-back riding and deep-sea fishing. Four times a weck a stage show comes

up from Hollywood, ond there is a movie ‘every night, Four dances-a week, and
upoc1al sight-seeing tours. There is hardly a man that don't say "This isn't
the Army, It can't be." The station is now receiving the boys who were prisoners
of war in Japan, and the perscmel have a'real job to sge that these boys who
have been through so much, are made to enjoy themselves,." f ows

WALLACE D. SMITH,U.S.S.Hoggatt Boy, writes to Mel Wilkening on August 25th
saying he had received o letter from me, which reminded him to write to Mel, but
with o message t¢ mé. He says, "We are cooling our heels, (and I do mean cool)
in the Aleutions at a 1little place called Adak. We spent most of our time around
Okinawa before cceming up here. The scuttlebutt has it we are going to be escort
for the Army of Occupation in Japan. Give Hank my thanks for the letters. I
enjoy reading them and know quite a few of the fellows, but haven't seen anyone
yet, although they were around close, but not close enoughe I have only thirty-
two points, but think they will change that and it wont be too long."

MELVIN BALSIGER, in & letter to his [ather says he is on a very smxll Island
cbout two miles off the mainlend of New Guinea. Melvin says they have lots of
lightning bugs there, but that there nre only certain trees that they hang
around, and at night it is really quite a sight to see certain trees have the
lights go;nr on and:off, and is theclosest he has ever seen a Xmas Tree provided
by Mother Nature. . :

BOB LILLIS, just dropped in to say Hello. He is on Terminal Leave until Dec.

9, and will be retired. Bob looks good, but we will have more about him in

the next letter.

B.Z.(ZEKE) STEELE, writes to the gang from Camp Wolters, Texas, wherc he is
"eoing to stay until the Govermment closes down." He says everybody ought ©

be sotisfied with the Texas weather as they have all kinds. Dusty, hot, cold,
rainy and windy, end he is going to be happy when he gets back to Oregon. The
principal diet is meat and starches, so Zeke is getting fat. He says that since
his wife moved down there, he has lost out on the Orogon weather reports, but
tokes the local paper, which isn't big enough to teke care of the paper short-
age. Zeke says the Soldier boys are not sco popular, now that the war is over,
ond it is just like people want the Fire Trucks, when there is &« firs, but
after the fire is out, they want the Fire Trucks out of the way. Thanks %o
Henry Rich for his letters, and "Hello" to everyone.
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ON THEIR WAY HOME AND WILL BE OUT SOON. .
JAES F. YORK-Leaving Washington D.C. for California, to be discharged.
BILL BRAUTLACIT- Jirote to Stevens of Eng. 28 that he was leaving for home.
DON SLOAN-Wos on his way to Iokyo when he was turned back at Pearl Harbor. Will

s be out t Pirst of October.,

JIii TIEMONS~-Home on furlough and cqtchxng up cn his fishing. Will report back %o
- Fort Lewis, and was told his discharge(that little piece of pﬂper you are all
looking for) would proba bly be there.

L.,P.ROSS-In a message to Ernie Grenfell, said he would be home scon.
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CLIFFORD SHAFFER- Will be back to work soon.

DONALD GREEN~Is now in Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. hopes to be out in October.
WALTER NICKELS~- Is now on a five day leave while enroute to Fire Fighter School
at Mare Island, Cale. Walter will be eligible to apply for discharge Oct. 15.
BRETT PHELPS- Is reported to be on his way homew. ..

WALTER KULJU- Is reportdd on his way home for discharge.

EMUETT R. DELANEY- Is reported on his way home.

OUT OF SURNIC? : : :

TBILL™ MITCEELL- hasn't gone to work: yet. HALROLD OLSON, Eng. 7. DAVE GALLALHER
Eng. 16, the New Engine at St.Helen's Road and Yeon Ave. BARL ROBERTS- Eng. 2.
CLIFFORD SHAFFER . TOMMY SMITH-Truck 2. KENNETH PUTTKAMER- Eng. 7. DAVE JGOS
Enge 23. JOHN NEELEY= Eng. 36. .DONALD KIRSCH-Coach et Hillsboro High School.

- TOMMY NUGEWI- Eng. 29. L. WEFEL- Eng,. 24. NORMAN HOWARD- Fire Investigator.

A.d. NORRIS- Truck 3. DICK SLATGR- Fire Marshal's Office. Taking Pictures,
"DAIE, F. GILMAN- Eng, 1, BILL GARREIT- Fire Boat<ﬁ1. €. H. HUNNICUIT- Eng. 26.
MCCULLOCE-Eng. 22, JACK ST,CLAIR~ Eng. 7. CHESTER ALLYN- Eng. 20, FRED
MONSON- resigned. GORDON W. SLOAT- Fire Alarm Telegraph. JAMES BEEBE-Eng, 17.
DICY KENT-Eng. 11, RAY TILLNAN- Retired. TED MCARTHUR - Back to Eng. 21 then

retired. KATO--- :

Well fellows, it has been fun getting these letters out to you. It is your
Tetter, ond I am just trying to pass the news on about the rest of the "Gang".
The end of the war has made so many changes ,'und I imagine most of you are
just thinking of getting home. More power to you, and I hope you all make
it soon. Toke five minutes out, and drop us a line, so the rest of the gang
can hear about what you are doing. ‘ SR, A ‘

o Sincerely, ik .
miéﬁy%/écb
905 S. W. 4th Ave. » ImmyR%h ¥

Fortlend 4 Ore.



